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Episcopal academy ; but his interest cen-
tred upon the debates of the Constitutional
Convention, then in session, and a month
after it rose he published " An Examina-
tion of the Leading Principles of the Fed-
eral Constitution," which was, in effect, a
popular defense of the work of the Con-
vention, especially as regards the division of
the legislature into two houses. The paper
shows rather zeal and fervor than acute-
ness, and seems to have been hastily writ-
ten to serve some special and temporary
purpose. It has a magniloquence not else-
where found in his writings, as when he
says: " This western world now beholds
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an sera important beyond conception, and
which posterity will number with the age of
the Czar of Muscovy, and with the promul-
gation of the Jewish laws at Mount Sinai.
The names of those men who have digested
a system of constitutions for the American
empire will be enrolled with those of Za-
molxis and Odin, and celebrated by poster-
ity with the honors which less enlightened
nations have paid to the fabled demi-gods of
antiquity. ... In the formation of our
Constitution the wisdom of all ages is col-